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Indian Roller

The Indian Roller (Coracias benghalensis), a vibrant bird known for
its striking blue plumage and captivating aerial displays, is widely
regarded as a symbol of beauty in Indian culture. Found across the
subcontinent, it thrives in open woodlands, farmlands, and urban
areas. However, in recent years, its population has shown signs of
decline due to habitat loss, urbanization, and pesticide use, which
have reduced its feeding and nesting grounds. Additionally, the bird
faces threats from poaching and use in religious rituals.
Conservation efforts, such as awareness campaigns and habitat
restoration, are crucial to ensure the survival of this iconic species.

State of Indian Roller

The State of Indian Birds report indicates that the Indian Roller
population is continuously declining. Compared to the national trends
and the trend within Andhra Pradesh, the rate of decline is significantly
steeper.

SolB (2023). State of India’s Birds, 2023: Range, trends, and conservation status. Pp. 119. The SolB
Partnership.
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Impact of outreach

Although the reports of Rollers during the Dussehra period in 2024
were notably higher than on adjacent days, highlighting the success
of our efforts, there have been other years with comparably high
records.

To better understand the impact of this drive, we conducted an
analysis of the 2024 data by comparing Roller sightings during the
Dussehra period to the background reporting frequency in the days
preceding and following this timeframe. Furthermore, we evaluated
the effectiveness of this initiative by comparing these results with
data from previous years, providing a broader context for the
observed trends.
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Indian Rollers were reported across four states—Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Odisha, and Telangana, during three periods, each
consisting of 11 days: pre-Dussehra, during Dussehra, and post-
Dussehrain 2024.

In Andhra Pradesh, it is observed that pre- and post-Dussehra
reports were significantly lower compared to the during-Dussehra
observations. A similar trend was seen in the other states as well.

Among these four states, the peak number of observations
reported from Karnataka could be attributed to a higher number of
active eBird reports from the state.



400
Dussehra Roller Count
350 4

300 4

250 -

m 2019 m 2020 w2021
200 4
W 2022 w2023 w2024

150 -

100

Andhra Pradesh Karnataka Qdisha Telangana

The number of Rollers reported in 2024 during the Dussehra
Roller Count (from October 2nd to October 12th) across the four
states, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Odisha, and Telangana was
notably high. This was the first year the Dussehra Count took
place in these states. A comparison with the past five years
reveals a significant increase in Roller sightings in 2024.

Interestingly, in Karnataka, the highest count was recorded
during the COVID-19 lockdown period, when people became
more connected to nature, and many resumed birdwatching,
leading to an increase in new birders. Apart from Karnataka, a
clear pattern of high Roller counts emerged during the 2024
Dussehra period in all other states.

This clearly emphasizes the importance of such events.
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