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What is a bird atlas?

 Atlas- a map showing cities, states, countries etc.

 Bird atlas- map of bird distribution in a city, district, state, 

country etc.

 Map of seasonal patterns of birds



The Field Guide: A book of maps

Photos: Prosenjit Singhadeo, Debejyoti Banerjee

https://ebird.org/profile/MzU2ODY2OA==


History of Atlases

➢ 1962: Atlas of British Flora- first 

biodiversity atlas

➢ 1970: Atlas of Breeding Birds of the 

West Midlands- first bird atlas

➢ By 2008, multiple atlases from numerous 

countries

✓ 27.9 million records of birds by 1,08,000 birders!



Bird atlases – early attempts



Why make a bird atlas?

➢ because birds are already being monitored!

➢ to understand fine-scale distribution; more accurate 

information than field guides

➢ for better understanding of our species

Photos: captainfranks.net |shropshirebirds.com



Why make a bird atlas?

Conservation planning

• Assessing changes in distribution and abundance

• Assessing importance of urban green spaces, lakes etc.

• Identifying key sites for conservation

• Predicting impacts of human activities on local species’ 

distribution



Why make a bird atlas?

Bird Atlas 2007-11: The Breeding and Wintering Birds of Britain and Ireland



Why make a bird atlas?

Bird Atlas 2007-11: The Breeding and Wintering Birds of Britain and Ireland
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Ashwini Bhatt

Ashwini Bhatt

Mysuru Bird Atlas

Kerala Bird Atlas

Coimbatore Bird Atlas

Pune Bird Atlas

Goa Bird Atlas

Tirupati Bird Atlas

Bhagalpur Bird Atlas

Systematic Bird Atlases in India 

https://poojancf.github.io/punebirds/#/pune/summer2023


Black-headed Ibis

Mysore City Bird Atlas
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Black-headed Ibis
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Mysore City Atlas
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@Subhadra Devi

Local Movement of Black Drongo



Kerala Bird Atlas

⚫ A systematic equal-effort bird survey across the state

2015-2020
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6.6 km

Goa & Tirupati follow this protocol



A Typical Atlas list in eBird 



More city atlases - Coimbatore



More city atlases - Pune



Atlas Grid Generator



Proto-atlas

⚫ Study the feasibility of the birdwatcher network

⚫ During GBBC (4 days, 1 weekend), attempt 1/8th of the actual 

atlas

⚫ 1 random sub cell (instead of 4) in a grid

⚫ 2 checklists instead of 4

⚫ Familiarisation of the protocol

⚫ Coverage of the birder network and the black-holes

⚫ Other potential issues
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Atlas Publications



Black-headed Ibis

Kerala Bird Atlas
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District-wise Pamphlets



Wet Season Distribution of  Sunbirds in Goa 
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Wet Season Distribution of  Bulbuls in Goa 



* R package ‘vegan v.2.5-7’ (Oksanen et al. 2020) 33

Kerala Bird Atlas: Diversity patterns 



Kerala Bird Atlas: Distribution of species of conservation concern

SoIB status Species count

High 25

Medium 135

Low 201

IUCN status Species count

CR 2

EN 3

VU 11

NT 18

LC 327

Endemic* Species 
count

Yes 33

No 328
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Do the secondary cavity nesters co-occur with primary cavity nesters ?



Training Volunteers
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Media & Celebrities
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The Selfie times – its fun !
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Photo: Abhijit Mishra
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