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This presentation has been created for the Bird Count India partnership. It is meant for download and use in educational and outreach efforts. You are free to modify it to suit specific purposes and audiences. This presentation is being distributed on the understanding that none of the material it contains will be used for commercial purposes, and that in all cases photograph credits must be retained in any modified version. Most of the photographs in this presentation have been used with the specific permission of the photographer. Others have been downloaded from the internet; for these we apologize for not having obtained advance permission. If your photo appears in this presentation, and you wish to have it removed, please write to birdcountindia@gmail.com and we will replace it.

The following text contains notes that are meant to help you decide what to say while displaying each slide. Please adapt as you see fit!
Slide 1 [Title]

Slide 2 PART- I: ABOUT INDIAN BIRDS
Slide 3: India is a highly diverse country, rich in birdlife. Birds of all shapes, sizes and colours inhabit our country. From the small munia to the large Sarus cranes. [Birds in this slide- White-rumped Munia and Sarus Crane]
Slide 4: From the cosmopolitan Myna to the Jerdon’s Courser- one of the rarest birds in the world, known from only one location in Andhra Pradesh!
Slide 5: From the sober and nondescript Nilgiri Flowerpecker to the magnificent Himalayan Monal
Slide 6: And from birds which live in sun-baked deserts to birds that hide in the shade of dense forests. [Birds in this slide- Greater Hoopoe-lark and Eyebrowed Wren-babbler]
Slide 7: India is home to over 1200 species of birds! [Birds in this slide (clockwise): Great Indian Bustard, Forest Owlet, Narcondam Hornbill, Bugun Liocichla and Brown Noddy]
Slide 8: With such an astounding diversity, it is no surprise that birds also form a strong part of our mythology and culture. The Garuda, the vahana of Lord Vishnu is thought to be inspired from the Brahminy Kite.
Slide 9: Likewise, here’s Jatayu (from Ramayana) who sacrificed his life to save Sita from the clutches of Ravana, was thought to be a vulture.
Slide 10: Apart from mythology, different birds are held in high regards in regional folklore and culture. The Sarus Crane is a symbol of fidelity and marital prosperity in North India. These cranes live in pairs and it is believed that if one of the cranes dies, the other loses its life in grief. Hornbills, too, have inspired many traditional folk stories among the tribes of North-east India.
Slide 11: Different birds have different ways of life- some feed on grains, some on insects, some on fruits, fish, meat or just about anything! The shape of the beak is indicative of a bird’s diet. 
Slide 12: Like the Curlew, a bird found around wetlands and coasts catches small insects and crustaceans by probing the sand with its long and curved beak. The Crossbill, found in some parts of the Himalayas has a unique way of finding food. It specialises on the seeds of firs and pines, which it extracts by pushing its beak into the gaps of pinecones and pulling them open. The Skimmer, which is found in rivers, also has a distinctive beak. The upper beak is shorter than the lower one. The skimmer open its mouth partly and glides and skims just over the water such that all fish are scooped into its mouth. The Osprey is a specialist fish-eater and it uses its sharp, hooked beak to cut the fish open.

[Birds in this slide (clockwise): Eurasian Curlew, Red Crossbill, Osprey and Indian Skimmer]
Slide 13: The power of flight gives birds the rare ability to fly across continents (without a Visa or passport!). No talk about bird migration is complete without a mention of the Arctic tern (which doesn’t normally occur in India). This bird holds the distinction of migrating from one pole to the other! It spends its summer in the Arctic and when the winter begins to get harsh it migrates all the way across to Antarctic. This way, it also holds the record of seeing the maximum amount of daylight among all animals!

A popular migrant in our country is the Amur Falcon which migrates from Russia to South Africa via India. They congregate in countless numbers in Northeast India where they take a pit-stop to prepare for the long journey (over the Arabian Sea) ahead.

[Birds in this slide: Arctic Tern and Amur Falcon]
Slide 14: Birds also liven up our backyards and forests with their beautiful songs. The song of the Malabar Whistling Thrush is so reminiscent of a human whistle that Dr. Salim Ali nicknamed the bird, the ‘Idle Schoolboy’. The resonant call of the Indian Cuckoo is also a common sound in the forests during the summer. Click on the sound icons to play the calls.
Slide 15: However, despite their beauty, their enlivening nature and above all, their religious and cultural values birds face grave threats from humans. Humans mercilessly hunt birds and cage them to sell them as pets. The picture above (top left) is from Nagaland where an estimated 1,20,000 falcons were massacred! Below is the infamous example of vultures. Your parents would tell you that vultures were as common as crows during their days. But over the course of just a decade they have vanished due to chemical poisoning. The situation of the Great Indian Bustard is particularly grim. We’ve encroached upon its grassland home and developed agriculture, industries etc. As a consequence less than 200 bustards remain in the whole world! If we do not act now, our backyards, our forests and our lakes would soon be bereft our the sight and sound of birds.

The first step towards saving anything is to know watch it, observe it and know more about it- which is what we aim to do in the rest of the presentation.

Slide 16: The previous slides would have convinced you all that birds indeed are very delightful creatures. Hence, birdwatching, which is the activity of spending time in nature and observing birds, is a hobby that is becoming popular all over the world. Many birdwatchers would tell you that it is the best hobby they have cultivated! Like this quote from US-based website birdwatching.com puts it, birds are a window to Nature!
Slide 17: Birds do not require an intensive search. They’re all around us, even in cities. Even if you look outside your window, you will find up to 5-10 common birds. Also, birding requires no special equipment. A pair of binoculars and a notebook should suffice.
Slide 18: Binoculars are most important for birding. For starters, one could buy a pocket-sized binoculars (8x21 or 8x25 magnification) but for long-term use a pair of 8x40 or 10x50 binoculars is a must. A good pair of binoculars (please do not buy binocs of Russian / Chinese make!) cost over Rs. 3000, so ensure that you convince your parents to gift them to you on your birthday! A bird book (also called ‘field guide’) is quintessential to help you identify the birds that you see. Nowadays, these are easily available at any book shop or on an online store. Equally important is a small field notebook (a pocket-sized diary) to write your observations. If you’re good at sketching, you could also sketch details of a bird that you enjoyed watching or could not identify. A field notebook is the most forgotten commodity, but experienced, veteran birders will tell you how birding is practically meaningless without making notes.
Slide 19: Like I said earlier birds can be found anywhere, even around your cities. But different species of birds are adapted to different homes (habitats). You could set out to a nearby forest or visit a wildlife sanctuary during your vacations to watch birds.
Slide 20: If you belong to a dry area, you could also go to grassland to watch birds. You’ll be surprised to know how many species you can see in a grassland. And these will be completely different than what you saw in the forest.
Slide 21: Birds also occur in hills and mountains. Mountains in fact have some of the species that are not found anywhere else.
Slide 22: A local wetland is often the best place to start your birding adventures. During winters when migratory birds visit our country, you’ll be able to see plenty of ducks. Do not forget to carry a good pair of binoculars as birds are likely to be far away.
Slide 23: If you happen to visit the coast on any of your vacations, do look for birds during a ferry ride or during a walk at the beach. Birding along a beach can be the most delightful past-time.
Slides 24 to 84: PART – II: COMMON INDIAN BIRDS
Slide 85: PART- III: BEYOND BIRDING
Slide 86: Birding was popularized in India by the British. Since then birding has become a popular hobby in India and has further picked up in modern times. Despite the growth of birdwatchers in India, we still lack basic understanding of most of our birds. The distribution maps that you see in field guides is often inaccurate because they are produced from museum specimens and scientific literature, not from day-to-day observations made by birdwatchers. Migratory routes and seasonal occurrence are known at the country-level. But given the vastness of our country, there is very high local variation. Likewise, the abundances of even the most common species vary across the country. Lastly, today’s world is a human-modified world. Thus it becomes important to know how our local birds will be affected by development.
Slide 87: The distance between ‘birdwatching’ and ‘bird monitoring’ is of just one step. The bridge that connects the two is ‘Citizen Science’. In this concept, citizens act as scientists by collecting information through their regular birding trips and upload their sightings on a common platform. As thousands of birdwatchers from all over the country participate in such an exercise, a lot of data is gathered; at least 20 times more than any ornithologist can collect on his own! Citizen science is a common practice in several other countries, and we must help it grow in India.
Slide 88: One example of Citizen Science in India is ‘MigrantWatch’. Shown above is a map of Pied Cuckoo distribution as it changes with the onset of the South-West monsoon. What was only known to be a local belief was proven by the citizen contributors!
Slide 89: Another Citizen Science initiative which has recently revolutionized birding is eBird. eBird.org was started by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology (US). Here birdwatchers can upload checklists from their birding trips. eBird then gathers data on bird distribution and abundance from these lists and also disseminates this information for public and scientific use. Not only that, it is also a useful resource to keep a permanent copy of all your birding records!
Slide 90: At the click of a button, one can view the distribution and abundance of different species found not only in India but all over the world. Here is a map of House Sparrow from India. It is interesting to note that the House Sparrow is less common in South India than in North India- an information that one does not get in a conventional field guide map. And I again reiterate, that this is completely based on information contributed by birdwatchers, and not scientists! Hence I’d like to encourage you to use eBird. If a lot of us participate, our knowledge would soon match up to (if not surpass) that of British or North American levels.
Slide 91: Before we end, I want to inform you about the on-going Great Backyard Bird Count. This is a global event, held every year from 13th-16th Feb, where birdwatchers go birding (or simply look out of their classroom windows for 15mins!) and upload as many bird lists of 15 mins or more on eBird. Through this, we get an annual snapshot of the no. of species occurring in each part of the planet! Last year, 135 countries had participated among which India ranked No.1 in the no. of species recorded!
Slide 92: The rules are extremely simple. Just go birding anywhere! It could be your backyard, school, campus, lake or a nearby garden. Count birds for 15 or more minutes and upload your list to eBird. This year, we have also organized a ‘Campus Bird Count’ which is an exercise to document birds in your school or college campus, your housing society or any such place. So get together a bunch of enthusiastic people and send them to different parts of your ’campus’ and encourage them to list birds.
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