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Say ‘i’ when feathered friends fly hlqh

Tamil Guide To
Help Amateur
Birdwatchers

M T Saju |ran

Chennai: As bid  lovers
acroes the world gear for a
mammoth bird count, avian
experts in Tamil Nadu are a
step ahead. Wildlife scient st
P Jeganathan has prepared a
guide in Tamil to help those
whowishto parficipate in the
global bird counting exercise
fircam February 14 to17.

An msightful collective,
the Great Backyard Bird
Count (GEBRC) 15 coordinated
bw Cornell University, expect -
ing participants from across
the globe. Its website says,
‘Anvone  anvwhere in the
wiorld can count birds for at
least 15 minutes on one or
more days and enter their
sightings at wwwebird.org’,
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W= |n 2013, participants from
110 countries wer part of the
Great Backyard

Lessar .
adjutant \ Bird Count and
stork , recorded more
> : than 34.5
; million birds &
¢ 3,610 species
j = |n India, 202
articipanls

counted 80,283

bimds and 544

bird species &
across the Groat Indlan
country paistand
Bt part from the usually
spotted birds, rare species

like Great Indian bustard and
lesser adjutant stork were
sighted

A beginners guide on the
website will provide all the
necessary details about how
to oo about counting the birds.

Jeganathan, whooonduct-
edan orientation progranime
an the GBBC for the public in
Chennai recently said he pre-
pared a guide in Tamil for
those who can't understand
Englizh. “If bird lovers wani
to record sightings near their
residence, they can  go
through the guide that T have
posted on oy blog (uyvi-

riwordpress.comb. T have giv-
en hasic information aboud
the common birds found
acrosa Tamil Madu in Tamil.
It also provides links if any-
ane is in doubt,” said Jega-
nathan, a scientist at the NCF
Rainforest Ressarch Station,
Walparai.

In itz debut global initia-
tive in 2012, the GRBEC recaord-
ed birds from all seven conti-
nents, meluding 110
couniries and  independent
territories. Participants re-

corded more than 24.5 million
birdsand 2.610species. “InIn-
dia, 202 participants counted
80,202 birds and 587 bird spe-
cies from various parts,” said
a source in the GEBC. The
COmmon myna. house orow
black kite, feral pigeon. red-
vented bulbul, rese-ringed pa-
raleet and black drongo were
the most common birds found
inthelist.

The GEBC i= an annual
birding and listing event, or-
ganised by the Laboratory of
Ornithology at Cornell Uni-
versity, It's now become a
global event with  birders
acrces the world curious to
lmow more about the avian
biodiversity.  “Though we
watch many birds every day
we don't make a record of it.
The GEEC will help mainiain
a record of our birds across
the world. This i= not only an
event for birdwatchers,evena
layman can participate in it. 1
want maore pecple tojoin this
initiative,” hesaid.
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